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From November 8th, 1984 NBC NEWS Coverage of STS-51-A, The 14th Space Shuttle Launch. Launched 
at 7:15 A.M E.T. 


STS-51-A CREW: 

Commander: Frederick H. Hauck 

Pilot: David M. Walker 

Mission Specialist 1: Joseph P. Allen, IV 
Mission Specialist 2: Anna Lee Fisher 
Mission Specialist 3: Dale A. Gardner 
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of attention is the space shuttle discovery poised and now ready to go if all goes as scheduled we are just 15 
minutes away from launch today thursday november the 8th 1984. from nbc news this is today with brian 
gumbel and jane pauley and good morning welcome to today for a thursday morning back home in studio 3b 
after spending a couple of days doing election coverage in 8h our focus of attention this morning down at the 
cape as noted on the shuttle discovery nasa officials now have the launch and a planned 10-minute hole 
we'll be getting to john palmer at the news desk for the latest in a moment and then following that uh we'll be 
talking with uh senator jake garn of utah he's been picked by nasa to fly on an upcoming mission we'll talk 
with him in about eight minutes james get more flight time than some astronauts do also good morning first 
the latest from the cape where all seems to be going well for the launch of the shuttle discovery set for a few 
minutes from now let's get a late update from our science correspondent robert bazelle bob john good 
morning the five astronauts the four men and one women are strapped in ready to go the launch is 
scheduled for 7 15. there might be a slight delay because of some problems they're having with some 
consoles in the firing room but it's not anticipated that that's a serious problem and if it causes the delay it'll 
only be a few minutes but look at that picture from the helicopter of the launch pad 39a where everything on 
board the discovery seems to be working very well everything is going smoothly there this is a very exciting 
mission they're going to try to capture and retrieve two satellites that were left in useless orbits last february 
but there's another first on this mission that's very important that we should point out this will be the first 
mission to carry a mother into space dr anna fisher who was with us as a commentator during her previous 
mission and is a wonderful person sitting out there right now she has a 15 month old daughter kristen who 
probably doesn't understand what her mother's doing but everybody else in the family is very excited and it 
looks like we'll have a launch within the half hour here at the cape john thanks bob 
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john thanks bob as jane reported earlier senator jake garn has accepted an invitation to become the first 
public official to fly in space he's expected to go up in the shuttle sometime next spring this would put the 
senator well ahead of the school teacher that president reagan had promised would be the first citizen 
passenger of an american spaceship senator garn is chairman of the subcommittee that oversees the budget 
of the space agency [Music] on close-up this morning a new passenger for the space shuttle yesterday nasa 
announced that utah senator jake garn will become the first politician to fly on a space shuttle mission 


senator garn joins us this morning from washington good morning and congratulations you must be pretty 
excited i didn't need an airplane to fly back from utah yesterday i could do it all by myself you're a former 
fighter pilot would you uh be ready to suit up today or is it going to take some training well it's going to take 
some training i won't be a primary crew member i'd be a mission specialist but there will be all of the safety 
procedures the physiological training and things of that nature centrifuge weightless some things that i've 
been through many times over the last uh 25 years but it's a incredibly exciting prospect now i know that you 
have lobbied for this and you sit on an appropriations committee in the senate that oversees the purse 
strings for nasa now is there any way they could say no to you well of course there's a way they could say no 
to me and i've said no to them on a lot of their funding appropriations too yesterday i was asked well isn't this 
because you're chairman of their appropriations subcommittee and i said of course they wouldn't invite the 
chairman of the agricultural committee you wouldn't go to your dentist and say how about some legal advice 
we do have oversight responsibilities in the congress and the committees that have those direct oversight 
responsibilities that's what we look at those functions and i've looked at a lot of nasa's programs over the 
years and this is a natural follow-on to that oversight responsibility of congress what kind of a close-up view 
do you anticipate getting from inside the 
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anticipate getting from inside the spaceship well of course it's one thing to read about it it's one thing to 
watch it it's something else to see it function this is an incredibly technological breakthrough the space 
shuttle to actually go and see how it functions and this incredibly complex machine that we're able to send 
into space and bring back as a conventional airplane i think i'll be able to be able to give me a great deal of 
insight while we're working on the new space station planning that for the 1990s now you are by reputation 
not a big spending kind of guy in the u.s senate did you pause to ask how much will that ticket cost to train 
me and send me up well it's not going to cost anything because the seats are available none of the missions 
so far have been filled up with the number of crew members that the shuttle will hold or the orbiter will hold 
so whether i'm in it or not my 170 pounds won't make it cost anymore to go up it's the training that's the 
expensive part though isn't it well the training is there it is available and because of my background and 
experience i wouldn't need as much as as others now senator shirley you've heard some of the jokes about 
why don't they send the entire united states senate up well i i expect that and throw in the house too so well 
we thank you very much for being with us and uh i look forward to seeing you go one day soon in the 
meantime we've got a launch to get underway right away thank you senator garcia thank you jane and here's 
brian okay jane thank you the shuttle discovery is now set to blast off from cape canaveral in just about two 
minutes from now nbc news science correspondent bob bazelle is standing by at the cape bob what's the 
latest the latest is that everything is going very well with me this morning is vance brand our resident 
astronaut today and we're very lucky to have one of the most experienced astronauts in the program a man 
who has already commanded two shuttle missions vance are you excited right now somebody else is going 
up you've been up twice are you still excited yeah yeah i am uh bob i never get tired of a a launch uh 
whether i'm on board or watching it it's a great experience what's it like right now that well how 
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what's it like right now that well how high can your adrenaline get at this moment t-minus less than one 
minute and 30 seconds well i'm sure every uh the guy's on board and uh anna are just sitting back uh their 
adrenaline isn't too high they're relaxed they're just waiting for it to happen they have confidence in the 
vehicle they're doing a very ambitious thing that's trying to capture two satellites which are actually lost when 
on a mission that you commanded when the rockets failed do you think they're going to be able to capture 
those satellites i think so uh well i'm i'm almost certain of course it is a very demanding mission it's a it's a 
tough thing to launch two satellites and uh go through the whole the whole uh rendezvous sequence uh 
everything required to get the two five seconds so 18. we certainly hope they make it we're not coming up on 
t minus 40 seconds and i think from here on in we're going to listen to the voice of launch control hugh harris 
uh at t-minus 31 seconds by the way the on-board computers take over there they go the onboard computers 
have taken over and the computers are running everything let's watch it go up t minus 25 seconds 


sequencer is now controlling the final seconds t-minus 20 seconds mark t minus 15 14 13 12 11 10. we're go 
for main engine start seven six we have main engine start three two one and liftoff liftoff of discovery and the 
first flight to retrieve and return satellites from space and the shuttle has cleared the now towering the 
program completed 
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drop down to 67 confirmed 45 seconds downrange distance two nautical miles altitude 3.9 nautical miles 
velocity 2200 feet per second three engines at 67 passes through the period of maximum aerodynamic 
pressure this was the period that they were worried about yesterday where winds might have influenced the 
them back for this mission coming up engines at 104 [Music] discovery houston you're go at throttle up 
discovery's crew given a go at throttle up velocity 3 400 feet per second altitude 12 nautical miles downrange 
distance eight nautical miles getting a great shot of the of the shuttle yeah yeah 15 seconds the solid rocket 
boosters will fly away from the shuttle we should have a very good picture of it today because we have nope 
okay there we go they're starting to tail off a little bit there they go okay there they go the rockets are coming 
off those fall by parachute into the ocean where they're recovered to be used again now they'll have a very 
smooth ride uh it's uh like going from a lot of shake rattle and roll to electric drive now on your first mission 
uh you had a period when you were going up there where you thought the shuttle might fly apart 
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apart tell me about that well that's uh something bob obermeyer said uh afterwards he said he thought it was 
coming apart did you think it was coming to fireman uh no uh you know we all knew that it wasn't coming 
apart but there's just so much uh so much action rattling and it was tremendous thrill but at this point right 
now you Say it's gotten smooth for them again yes uh when you get those big solids off well all of a sudden 
it's like i said just electric drive perfectly smooth and uh as they're looking out the black sky or well the blue 
sky will be turning to a black as they go into space when commander rick hawk right now is he so busy that 
he's not thinking about anything else but looking at his instruments or is he thinking my goodness this is 
wonderful we're going up into space well he's uh he's mostly thinking about it about his instruments but uh 
you can't help but notice everything that's going on going on around you it's uh just uh the world's greatest 
experience i know senator garner's going to enjoy it a lot well because a lot of us would like to do what 
senator gary's going to get to do ryan let me jump in right here for just a moment though we'll come back to 
to you and vance brand in a moment but we've got a replay of the of the launch all queued up and ready to 
go now the launch of discovery was set for yesterday got off on time this morning at 7 15. first flight to 
retrieve and return satellites from space and the shuttle has cleared the tower noted this one was picture 
perfect and bob i was i was curious about one and a half minutes into the launch you noted that that was the 
point that they were worried about yesterday why well they were worried yesterday because of cross winds 
and at a period when the winds are coming from different directions and they go through what they call 
maximum aerodynamic pressure that's where the greatest danger right fans 
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where the greatest danger right fans that's where the greatest danger is that the thing might fly apart if the 
winds were wrong that's right about 40 000 feet the uh the greatest pressure is against the front of the 
vehicle and any winds tend to twist the vehicle and it has wings and a tail so it's uh you have to be very 
careful with it bob perhaps maybe you or vance could tell me has the one day delay made a significant 
difference in the complications of this flight absolutely not it's uh you know we have a five day window 
everything will just slip one day and uh no problem whatsoever how concerned how concerned are nasa 
officials about the difficulty of retrieval this being the first time and is that still set for the fifth and uh seventh 
days of uh of the flight uh starting with the last uh yes it's still scheduled for the fifth and the seventh days as 
far as concern it's uh been well planned it's uh everything's got to go right but uh there's every belief that it 
that it will go right right i think it'll be a great great coup really well we should point out that not only was 
vance the commander on the mission when those two satellites were lost that was the mission when the jet 


backpacks which are going to be used to try to recover the satellites were also used for the first time and that 
must have been amazing to watch those guys floating around like buck rogers out there yeah we uh we as i 
mentioned uh once before i called them buck rogers and flash gordon and uh it was weird seeing the 
backpack and man all weighing about 700 pounds on earth but nothing up there proceeding out 100 yards 
from the ship it was a well it was a great thing to watch okay advanced brand bob bazelle gentlemen thank 
you both uh and so we will be watching in the second and third days of of this flight discovery will launch two 
satellites and then retrieve two on the fifth and seventh day set to return home eight days from now that 
marks it friday the 16th of november they'll return to the cape from whence they came we're moving up on 22 
pass the hour will come back this is today on nbc 
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altitude 59.8 nautical miles downrange distance 360 


END 


